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What do the following works of philosophy have in common:  W.D. Ross’s ‘What Makes Right Acts Right?’
in The Right and the Good; R.M. Chisholm’s treatment of the ‘Problem of the Criterion’ in Theory of Knowledge;
Saul Kripke’s Naming and Necessity; and Robert Audi’s, The Architecture of Reason?  They all advance important
positions in analytic ethics, epistemology or philosophy of language, but do not do so exclusively on the basis of
arguments consisting of discrete theses, formulated in terms of numbered premises and canonical rules of inference
such as modus ponens.

These works are not strangers to the ‘standard’ deductive arguments beloved of analytic philosophers, but
at key moments they depend less on such arguments than on formal schemas, lists, distinctions, examples,
analogies, etc. In giving these schemas, lists, examples, and analogies, they attempt to describe the world in such a
way as to make some aspect of it ‘manifest’; they simply try to ‘tell it like it is’ or to help one to ‘see the world as it is’.

This method of ‘descriptive manifestation’ is not uncommon: it is familiar in certain schools of ‘continental’
philosophy, and it is foreshadowed in the work of analytic philosophers such as Austin and Wittgenstein. Even so, it
is less commonly recognized than it should be, given its divergence from the popular self-image of analytic
philosophy.

I introduce descriptive manifestation as an under-appreciated genre of analytic philosophy, identify and
explain some of the tools and techniques that are useful for getting philosophers to see things in a certain way. I
also show that these tools and techniques of descriptive manifestation may be especially useful when responding to
certain skeptical or reductivist challenges in philosophy.


